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to refer to the other arguments in our next issue. When you 
hear all the arguments, you will at once perceive that the 

etention: of Kandahar would be a heavy drain upon the 
resources of India, would exposs the British. power to constant 
danger, and would offer a great temptation to Russia to 
invade India. The natives will be dissatisfied with the aban- 
donment of such a province! What makes Lord Lytton en- 
tertain such a belief? Is it because the native. papers former- 
ly expressed their approval of Lord Lytton’s Afghan war? 
But it should be observed that during: Lord Lytton’s ¢dminis- 
tration the native press was no true exponent of native pub- 
lic opinion. The native editors seemingly approved of every- 
thing which Lord Lytton’s Government did for feer, of the 
Press Act, 


NATIVE STATES. 


The Vritt Dhurd of the 11th April (received on the 
18th idem) briefly states the terms of 
with the Maharje of My- tho treaty which has been concluded 
= between the Government of India and 
the new Maharaja of Mysore, and remarks that the Maheraja 
has been forbidden to make or import arms, to increase his 
army, or to repair his old forts without the permission of Go- 
vernment. The Government has reserved to itself the — 
of constructing railroads or establishing military cantonmer 
in any part of Mysore. The imposition of ei A on 
Mysore shows that the Government does not fully trust the 
loyalty of the natives, and that it is afraid that some foreign. 
power may invade India. Its doubts and fears are unfounded. 
However, remembering the great rebellion of 1857 and having 
an enterprizing and treacherous power like Russia. for its 
neighbour, it is but natural that it should have such fears; 
therefore no sensible man will ever disapprove of any. Tecate 
tions that it may adopt to ensure the security of the empire. 
Some of the terms are really very improper and unjust. Th 
manufacture of salt and the cultivation of 


4 


a | been prohibited in Mysore. The Maharaja is not to introduce 


6 any changes in the administration. The annual subsidy paid 
» by the State to the Government: has been increased. When 
t the Native Chiefs are perfectly loyal to Gov ernment, it is not 
0 right to impose such unjust terms upon any of them. The 
- fact of the matter is that avarice leads to sin. The restoration 
— of Mysore, whose annexation was originally contemplated, 
. has greatly enhanced the reputation of the British Govern- 
? ment for justios, but every one is grieved to see the severe 
4 terms imposed upon the Maharaja. The Maharaja is still only 


- aboy. The Government should stick to the treaty which 
ua concluded with his father and abolish the new terms. 
e 4 At all events, all new terms the like one relating to the 
increase of the tribute should not be enforced until he comes 


of age. 
The Safir-i- Hind (Amritsar) of the 16th April states that 


the Hindu subjects of the Nawab of 
Bahawalpur cannot live in peace. until 


he appoints some able, experienced, and honest Hindu extra 
assistant commissioner of the Panjab as his vazir. He should 
ask for the services of such a man from the Panjab Govern- 
ment. In our opinion Pandit Bihari Lal, judicial assistant 
of Dehra Ghazi Khan, possesses all the essential qualificatic 
for the post. : 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 
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the war, while it has involved an enormous expenditure. The 
Conservatives stongly urged the retention of Kandahar, but 
it should be observed that the retention would constantly 
involve us in quarrels with the unraly Afghans. Thirdly, 
another memorable event of Lord Lytton’s reign was the 
passing of the Vernacular Press Act.. He was the first 
Viceroy and Governor-General, and we hope he will be 
the last, who charged the native press with creating dis- 
affection in the minds of the people towards the Govern- 
ment. The Act caused a stir throughout India. It gives 
unlimited powers to the Executive Government over the native 
press. (The article is to be continued.) 


The same paper publishes another article, in which the 

writer refers to the despatch sent by 

the Secretary of State to the Govern- 
ment of India about the repeal of the Vernacular Press Act, 
and remarks :—We hope the Government of India will soon 
abolish the Act in accordance with the wishes of the Secretary 
of State. When the Act has been abolished, all our native 
contemporaries should offer thanks to the Secretary of State 
and the Government of India, They should be very carefal 


in future, in order that they may not again be deprived of 
their liberty. 


Circulation, The Kon - i- Nur (Lahore) of the 13th April publishes a 
ea ee wee eg. TE account of the late municipal 

tions, Lahore. elections held at Lahore on the 9th 
April. A proclamation was first published by the Deputy — 
Commissioner in February last, requiring the would-be candi- 
dates to send in their names to him by a certain date. In 
accordance with this proclamation 19 appl tions 
ed. On the 10th March another proclamation was issued, 
giving the names of the candidates and stating whi’ clas aie „ 
of the people were entitled to vote. The way in whit ch the 
electors were to vote was also described. Each p rson who 
intended to vote was n to attend the place where the 
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election was to be held, and to bring with him a piece of paper 


* 


containing his own name and that of the candidate whom 


he wished to be elected member, or to send it to the 
officer in charge of the election if he‘was unable to attend. 
As soon as this proclamation was published the candidates 
actively set themselves to the work of securing votes. 
Some of them did not hesitate even to adopt unfair 
means. Some gave feasts to the electors. Some even em- 
ployed agents to secure votes in their favour, paying them at 
the rate of from Rs. 2 to Rs. 200 per hundred votes for their 
services. The Deputy Commissioner became acquainted with 
these illegal proceedings of the candidates, and therefore 
changed the method of taking votes. Nineteen earthen 
vessels bearing the names of the candidates were placed at 
the Honorary Magistrates’ court-house, where the elections 
were held, and each elector was required to cast a pebble into 
the vessel which bore the name of that candidate in whose 
favour he desired to vote. Outside the court-house each on- 
didate’s agent endeavoured to induce the people, by sweet 
words and threats, to give votes in his favour. If any person 
who had formerly given his vote in writing to one candidate 
now expressed his intention to vote for another can idate, 
agent of the former threatened him that if he did so he would 
render himself liable to prosecution for perjury. The Govern- 


ment should adopt some better method for thé election of 
members in future. 
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stood by the people another new law is passed. The writer 
also complains that the fees levied by civil courts from suit- 
ors are ruinous. 


The Mitir Vilds of the „ 1th April says that the Sar 
Sud hanidhi in a late issue has devoted 

a loug article to the consideration of 
the question as to what i is the canse of the present unsatisfac- 
tory condition of the natives. Our contemporary rightly thinks 
that the partiality of the Government towards its own coun- 
trymen is the root of the evil. This partiality neutralizes 
all the efforts made by Government and ourselves for promot- 
ing our welfare. Just look at the following Government 
measures. They cannot be accounted for on any other sup- 
position but this partiality. The native press has been gagged, 
while the English press enjoys full freedom. The natives have 
been disarmed. The limit of age for candidates to the Civil 
Service examination has been reduced to 19 years.. There is 
one law for the trial of European offenders and another for 
the natives. Only a European Judge can try a European 
offender. If a native commits a murder, he is sentenced to 
death, but European murderers are not punished so severe - 
ly. The license-tax is levied from poor natives, while highly- 
paid Europeans have been exempted from it. The. duty. 
levied on cotton goods imported into India has been remitt . 
and the export duty levied on raw cotton reduced for ‘the 
benefit of Manchester. Moreover, an Act has lately been 
passed by which certain restrictions have been eB upon 1 
the working of factories in India. The object. af all these 
measures is to crush the now cotton indy of. 3 
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undue partiality for its countrymen. It is the duty of all : 
natives to constantly agitate for the removal of this par 


tiality. | | , . 
The Anjuman-t- Panjab of the 11th April says that the Circulation, 3 
The Vernacular Press despatch sent by the Secretary eC Be 
Act. State to the Government of India on , = 
the subject of the Vernacular Press Act induces us to think ee 
that the Act will shortly be repealed. We are very glad te i 
see that one of the arguments urged by him in favour of the — 
abolition of the Act is that it applies only to the native papers . 
and not to the English press. The non- recognition by the 
British Government of any distinction of creed or colour is a 
the great secret of the success and popularity of British rule. a 
The argument in question is undoubtedly the strongest argu - 1 
ment that we could urge against the Press Act, It is a 
matter of great satisfaction that it has been by our 5 
enlightened Secretary of State himself. Had the operati g 
of the Act not been confined to the native press only, it would 
not have been felt so keenly bys us. Iti is well known that some 
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canals and some are opposed to it. The principal arguments 
that have been urged against canals are these: Firat, it is 
said that the construction of canals will make the country 
damp, and will consequently lead to an increase of sickness. 
But it should be observed that the people in Oudh are much 
addicted to the use of meat, and therefore any dampness that 
may be caused by irrigation works cannot easily affect their 
health. There is already a very large number of lakes and 
tanks in the province, but the dampness produces no sickness, 


Secondly, as the cultivators in Oudh are accustomed to 
irrigate their fields free of cost, they will consider it a great 
hardship when they are required to pay a new tax for irriga- 
tion. But it should be observed that they have already to 
incur some cost in irrigating the land by wells and rivers, 
and probably the canal irrigation will not be more costly, 
Even if the cost is a little greater, there seems to be no reason 
why they should not gladly pay it, as canal irrigation vil 
greatly increase the produce of their land. 


The third argument that has been bronght forward against 
the construction of canals is that canals will be useful only, 
in seasons of drought, while the evil that will accrue from them 
will be felt every day. We have already shown above that 
they will not affect the health of the people. True they will 
be most useful in years of drought, but even in ordinary. 
years the cultivators will be able to reap better crops with the 
aid of canals than they do at present. They will not hee 
to depend absolutely upon the fall of rain in the event of the 
construction of canals. We do not mean that canals should | * 
necessarily constructed. If wells will answer the purpose, 
then wells may be constructed. But in our opinion can 
will be more useful than wells. 
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native passengers at the Amraoti railway station, they are 
exposed to great inconvenience from the inclemencies of the 


weather. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Saftr-i- Hind (Amritsar) of the 16th April, referring to 
The Ghoirat, a Persian à Persian paper, entitled the Gai rat, 
paper published at London. which has recently been started at 
London by one Abdul Rasul, a native of India, remarks that 
the editor in the issue of tho 23rd February urges upon the 
Musalmans the importance of declaring a jihad against the 
Christians. The Sultan of Turkey has been recognised by 


him as the Khalifa whom every Musalman is said to be 
bound to obey. As regards the question of jihad, let us see 
what is the opinion of the most learned Musalmans of India : 


on the subject. Shah Abdul Aziz of Delhi said that a jihad 


was not lawful against the English Government. Had Shah 


Ismail of Delhi, who was determined to die a martyr, 


considered a jihad necessary against the English Gov- 


ernment, he would have undoubtedly declared it. He col- 
lected hundreds of thousands of men at Peshhwar and pro- 
claimed a jihad against the Sikhs. Maulvi Ghulam Ali 
of Amritsar, the Hon’ble Saiy id Ahmad Khen, 0.8. I.. and 
Maulvi Mirza Fateh Muhammad Beg, have declared a jihad 


against the British Government to be unlawful. Maulvi 
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Muhammad Chirag Ali Khan, the Financial Commissioner 


of Hyderabad, has lately written an elaborate treatise on the 
question of a jihad. The learned and. influential Musalmans of 7 
India are well acqaainted with the question of ajihad, and are 


not likely to be deceived by the mischievous writings of the 


Ghairat, It is surprising that such a: paper should be pub- 5 


lisbed at London. pees . 
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